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Put Some Color in Your Life!

Color Theory Unit Overview

Basic Art and Design I

Introduction

This is an introductory, hands-on secondary level unit that focuses on two-dimensional artwork.  Emphasis is placed on understanding color theory and basic design principles.  In depth manipulation of mediums such as, colored pencils, watercolor and acrylic paint will be explored and encouraged for students to discover new ideas and think critically to solve problems.  Art history, cultural and global issues will be addressed and integrated into a few larger projects.  This will help students understand the importance of art and culture in society today.

Students must successfully complete this unit and other course assignments to advance in the art program.  Classes like, sculpture, painting, drawing, ceramics and jewelry will be available to those who pass.  The student’s prior knowledge is based on elementary and middle school art experiences or local area programs.  The state and national standards require that students learn vocabulary and concepts associated with various types of visual artwork.  By reaching these standards, the students will develop a higher level of self-confidence and fluency in their work when assimilating the theories and techniques presented in this unit.

Standards


Students will achieve the highlighted Michigan State Visual Arts High School Standards by completing this unit and National Standards 1-5.
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Goals


The students will build a solid color theory foundation and form correlations to art and design elements and principles.  The concepts and techniques crafted through experimentation, practice and mastery will include; shading, rendering, color blending, perspective, opacity and transparency.  Several elements of art will be explored like; line, color, shape/form, texture, space and value.  Additionally, the principles of design that will be covered are; movement, unity, variety, emphasis, repetition, contrast and balance.  The color theory unit will also address the following mediums; colored pencil, water color, acrylic paint and oil pastel.


The students will familiarize themselves with all art and design aspects reflected in this unit’s goals and are expected to progress in their personal artistic expression and ability.  They will be accountable for their efforts not only by their art projects but also by their contribution in class critiques and the instructor’s regular formative assessments.   A positive discussion on strengths and weaknesses and direction the student wishes to take his/her work is always considered in evaluations.


Most important, students will be challenged to produce work from their own imagination rather then copied from outside sources.  This will be demonstrated through manipulation of materials and the application of the formal qualities regarding art and design.  Artwork will be accounted for by summative assessment considering the level at which the requirements described in the lesson plan objectives were addressed. Each student is expected to participate productively in class and work on art projects.  Final projects and assignments are accepted up to the last day of the tri-mester and should be complete to receive the best scores possible. 
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Objectives


Students will begin with the Tonal Chart Lesson and may refer to previously learned knowledge of light, dark and medium tones to create a tonal chart with acrylic paint.  They will next learn how to mix primary colors in order to form secondary and intermediate colors and apply them to a compass-flower color chart.  They will draw this design first by following detailed instruction.  After that, students will produce a neutral palette color wheel by combining complimentary colors.  These first three lessons with documented support materials such as presentations and worksheets will establish basic color theory rules for students to reference for all future artwork.


Perspective and depth is also unit target in correlation with basic color theory.  Students will learn or refresh their skills on how to draw one-point perspective in space.  They will place three spheres in space and create a patterned floor on the picture plane within their composition.  In this lesson, students will also learn and apply six ways to create the illusion of depth through shading using colored pencils techniques.    


Watercolor paintings are another way the students will be experimenting with different mediums in alignment with color theory.  The lesson will begin with a presentation of famous watercolor paintings as a brief history of the media.  They will learn the vocabulary terms associated with watercolor painting and create a triptych snowflake composition with a class critique concluding the plan.   


Students will participate in activities involving preliminary thumbnail sketching in order to develop several choices in which the best one will be the basis for their final project.  Artwork will be created by using organizational principles and design elements to solve specific problems with typography.  They will understand the unique 
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characteristics of letterforms and be aware of how style can affect message.  Students will choose a topic for this project that can interpreted thoughtfully and meaningfully to express their concern for a broad global issue.   


 Lastly, the students will create a self-portrait by learning how to transfer photographic images using the grid method.  They will be exposed to many different approaches and then be asked to choose a style or insert a visual element that reflects an aspect about their personal cultural background.  Students may use the medium of their choice including oil pastel, to create their expressive self-portrait.   They will be encouraged to think out of the box and use artistic freedom for this piece which is their final artwork for this unit

Procedures


Students will learn color concepts by understanding terms and by their application of demonstrated techniques.  By applying basic visual art and design principles, they can responsibly achieve high-quality results.  Through understanding the origins and viewing famous works, they will be inspired to integrate the ideas presented into their own work. Worksheets, articles, examples of artwork and internet resources will all be available to accommodate the students by absorbing many genres.  The varied sources will predispose the students to a greater understanding of color theory and help them to think critically about it.  

Classroom policies regarding clean up will be clearly established and maintained.  Respect for others, their space and their work is equally important.  There will be designated areas for storing incomplete artwork along with areas for completed work to 
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be evaluated.  All student projects will be assessed in a timely manner and posted on the internet-based course site.  

The course site will include project information, announcements and a discussion board for student participation.  Successful assignments will be documented and posted for students, parents and school staff to view.  Technology also supports some class specific presentations including Power Point, Prezi and Animoto.  Other interesting art-orientated webpages are referenced in some class lesson demonstrations including, the Virtual Instructor and YouTube for portraiture.  

Materials


All art supplies are provided by the school and should be handled appropriately by every student.  Traditional materials such as, white drawing paper, black matte paper, pencils, erasers, card stock, paint, wood, brushes, rulers and compasses will be necessary for this unit plan.  A complete materials list is included in each lesson along with handouts, tests and media resources.  Classroom computers with internet access will be used for further investigation or researching a topic along with printing project reference pictures.  No specific texts are used for this unit aside from is one article that discusses color theory with a Zen flair.  It focuses on light and color in one’s life with a suggestion to create a personal wheel of color.  
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Assessments


Student success will be based on their comprehension of color theory and effort put forth in the unit assignments and projects.  The student will always have opportunities to inquire and request for further assistance from the teacher.  By indicating a need, the student is in effect showing interest and desires to achieve his/her artistic goals.  The teacher will consistently monitor student practices and prompt, question or make suggestions when needed.  Circulation and physical proximity to the students in the classroom will make the instructor accessible during every class meeting.

Work sessions will be opportunities to formatively assess student achievement through their personal progress, work habits and peer cooperation in the art room.  Information will be shared with students to promote achievement but sometimes in a subtle manner so the student can make his/her own conclusions and decisions.  Strategies applied in formulating ideas can help students visualize their end results more clearly. 

The instructor will administer a thirty question pre-test composed of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank and skill level inquiries.   There will be a quiz on color terms and a short final exam based on labeling a color wheel diagram with thirty-five fill in the blank questions, all will be required of each student.  This will reassure the instructor that the students have retained the information presented and applied it in the color theory unit.  

